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trusted counsel. She was the architect of sig-
nificant grant process reform and program pol-
icy reform at the Corporation and a leader on 
AmeriCorps rulemaking. 

Madam Speaker, Dottie Johnson has led a 
long and distinguished career deserving of the 
recognition of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Please allow me to submit my remarks 
for the RECORD. 
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, on November 
27, 2007, the California School Boards Asso-
ciation, along with over 3,000 school board 
members from across the state, will gather to 
honor Dr. Kathy Kinley and her ongoing efforts 
to improve life and education for our children. 

As a product of the California school sys-
tem, Dr. Kinley has become a prestigious 
member of our community holding a doctorate 
in educational leadership from the University 
of La Verne. Before earning her doctorate, she 
received a bachelor’s degree in English and 
political science from San Diego State Univer-
sity and a master’s degree in school adminis-
tration from California State University, San 
Bernardino. 

Dr. Kinley has played a multifaceted leader-
ship role in our school districts. Kathy began 
her career with the California Education Sys-
tem as a teacher and later went on to serve 
as principal of De Anza Middle School in San 
Bernardino County’s Ontario-Montclair School 
District. Along with participating in the class-
room, she has also dedicated herself as an 
active member of CSBA’s Delegate Assembly 
since 1984 and CSBA’s Board of Directors 
since 1996 serving on a number of commit-
tees including the Budget Committee, the Leg-
islative Committee and the Federal Issues 
Council. 

As President of CSBA, Dr. Kinley has com-
mitted herself to closing the education 
achievement gap that creates a barrier for 
many Latino, black, American Indian, and un-
derprivileged youth in our California school 
districts. She has embraced a mission to en-
sure the futures of all children and has pushed 
schools to encourage students to aspire above 
their circumstances, so that they too might be-
come incredible leaders. Along with her col-
leagues, Dr. Kinley sees the incredible re-
source that lies in the hands of our children 
and has dedicated her life and career to en-
suring that the resource of our younger gen-
eration is protected and cultivated. 

There is no question of why such an incred-
ible leader was honored with the title of 
Woman of the Year by the Kudos for Kids 
Foundation during their 61st annual Amazing 
Woman Award assembly. Dr. Kinley has made 
a direct impact on the lives of millions of 
teachers, students, and families. Our commu-
nities have benefited and will continue to see 
the fruits of her labor unfold. Because of her 
passion and talent more students will have a 
chance to achieve their dreams because of 
her belief that all students deserve an open 
door to educational excellence. She has made 
headway in closing a gap that before seemed 
like an insurmountable goal. 

It is for relentless dedication, perseverance, 
passion, and visionary leadership that we rec-
ognize, with great gratitude, Dr. Kathy Kinley 
for today. 
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today, with my good friends Rep-
resentatives NADLER, FOSSELLA and 44 other 
original cosponsors, I am pleased to introduce 
the comprehensive, bipartisan 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act, to finally provide health 
care and compensation to the heroes and her-
oines of 9/11. 

The collapse of the World Trade Center 
towers took nearly three thousand lives in an 
instant and released a massive cloud of as-
bestos, pulverized concrete, and other poi-
sons. To those toxins, we now know that thou-
sands more have lost their health. 

Now 6 years later, more than 6,500 re-
sponders—truly the heroes and heroines of 9/ 
11—are being treated for 9/11-related health 
problems through the federally-funded World 
Trade Center Medical Monitoring and Treat-
ment program, and more than 4,500 have 
been referred for mental health care, often for 
conditions like post traumatic stress syndrome. 
Every month, another 500–1000 responders 
sign up for health monitoring, and those com-
ing in are more sick than ever before. 

Separately, more than 70,000 Americans re-
ported to the World Trade Center Health Reg-
istry. While most are from New York, New Jer-
sey or Connecticut, more than 10,000 Ameri-
cans from outside the Tri-State area have also 
registered. Amazingly, every single state has 
someone in the World Trade Center registry. 
This is a health emergency on a national scale 
and it requires a strong federal response. 

Last Saturday, I joined New York AFL–CIO 
President Dennis Hughes, and Representative 
NADLER and FOSSELLA at a labor rally at 
Ground Zero to announce the bill we are intro-
ducing today. The 9/11 Health and Com-
pensation Act will ensure that everyone ex-
posed to the Ground Zero toxins has a right 
to be medically monitored and all who are sick 
as a result have a right to treatment. It will 
build on the expertise of the Centers of Excel-
lence, which are currently providing high-qual-
ity care to thousands of responders and en-
suring on-going data collection and analysis. 
Expanding care to the entire exposed commu-
nity, the bill also includes care for area resi-
dents, workers, and school children as well as 
the thousands of people that came from 
across the country to assist with the recovery 
and clean-up efforts. Finally, the bill provides 
compensation for economic damages and loss 
by reopening the September 11 Victims Com-
pensation Fund. 

I thank Chairman PALLONE of the Energy 
and Commerce Subcommittee on Health for 
holding an important hearing tomorrow on an-
swering the call to provide medical monitoring 
and treatment to World Trade Center respond-
ers. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, the Judiciary Committee and the lead-

ership as we move this important legislation 
forward. It is critical that we show our first re-
sponders that, after rushing in to serve New 
York and the Nation in a time of great dis-
aster, we will not desert them in their time of 
need. It is the least we can do, as a grateful 
Nation. 
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Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, when the 
World Trade Center collapsed on September 
11, 2001, the towers sent up a plume of poi-
sonous dust that blanketed Lower Manhattan. 
A toxic brew of lead, dioxin, asbestos, mer-
cury, benzene, and other hazardous contami-
nants swirled around the site of the disaster 
as rescue workers labored furiously in the 
wreckage, many without adequate protective 
gear. Thousands of first responders, residents, 
area workers, students, and others from 
around the country inhaled this poisonous dust 
as it settled onto and into countless homes, 
shops, and office buildings. 

Now, 6 years later, there is no doubt that 
thousands of people are sick from World 
Trade Center contamination. A study released 
in September 2006 by Mt. Sinai Hospital found 
that 70 percent of the more than 9,000 first re-
sponders studied suffer health problems re-
lated to their work at Ground Zero. This num-
ber does not include the Stuyvesant High 
School students whose school sat near piles 
of debris from the towers, the nearby residents 
whose apartments still contain poisonous dust, 
or the thousands of people who work in offices 
that were never properly cleaned. 

Abraham Lincoln once said that we must 
‘‘care for him who shall have borne the battle.’’ 
And so we should. Today, I, along with my 
colleagues, am introducing essential, new leg-
islation that ensures that everyone exposed to 
World Trade Center toxins, no matter where 
they may live now or in the future, would have 
a right to high-quality medical monitoring and 
treatment, and access to a reopened Victim 
Compensation Fund for their losses. Whether 
you are a first responder who toiled without 
proper protection; or an area resident, worker 
or student who was caught in the plume or 
subject to ongoing indoor contamination; if you 
were harmed by 9/11, you would be eligible. 
This bill builds on the best ideas brought to 
Congress thus far and on the infrastructure al-
ready in place providing critical treatment and 
monitoring. 
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Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, last Tues-
day was the sixth anniversary of 9/11, and it 
is time to reaffirm our commitment to ‘‘Never 
Forget.’’ 

What many here in Washington have forgot-
ten is that a silent killer to this day is still tak-
ing the lives of the rescue, recovery, and 
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